
WORKSHOP MEETING MINUTES 
TOWNSHIP COUNCIL – TOWNSHIP OF OCEAN 

 
January 21, 2016        OAKHURST, NEW JERSEY 

 
The Workshop Meeting was held in the Council Conference Room, Town Hall, 399 Monmouth 
Road, Oakhurst, NJ 07755 beginning at 5:00 p.m. 
 
Present: Mayor Siciliano  
  Deputy Mayor Garofalo 
  Councilmember(s) Acerra, Long and Schepiga 
 
Others: Martin J. Arbus, Esq., Township Attorney 
  Andrew Brannen, Township Manager 

Vincent Buttiglieri, Township Clerk 
 
Mayor Siciliano announced that the notice requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act for this 
meeting have been satisfied; a copy of the Annual Notice was sent to the Asbury Park Press and 
The Coaster, posted in Town Hall and filed in the Office of the Township Clerk on December 29, 
2015. 
 
 
ITEM FOR DISCUSSION: 
 
SUBJECT:  Police Re-accreditation Update 
 
ACTION:  Chief Peters discussed the following items: 
 

1. Police Re-accreditation 
 

 Sergeant Michael Sorrentino took over the re-accreditation process since the 
retirement of Captain Michael Resetar in December 2015. Sergeant Sorrentino has 
reviewed all files and found them to be in order and ready for inspection from the 
New Jersey Chiefs of Police. 

 The Township of Ocean has been in contact with the New Jersey Chiefs of Police 
who notified the Township that they will be in the Township between February and 
March 2016 to conduct their inspection. 

 The Township will be required to advertise that we are applying for re-accreditation 
which will allow the public to offer comments regarding the Police Department 
operations. 

 Should be completed by May 2016. 
 

2. Crime Prevention 
 

 Sergeant Matthew Jackiewitz has been promoted and reassigned to the Patrol 
Division. Detective Michael Melody has taken over from Sergeant Jackiewitz. 

 There are eight (8) neighborhood watch groups currently, with some more active 
than others. 

 With the implementation of both Nixle and Facebook, information is certainly being 
distributed to the public in an expeditious manner. 

 Crime has been somewhat consistently low with the exception of when there was a 
spike to the burglaries in the Wayside section of the Township 

 Thanked the Governing Body for approving the accelerated hiring plan which has 
allowed the Department to maintain an adequate staffing level of 61 officers. It is 
anticipated the staffing level will increase to 62 officers in 2016. 

 
3. Drug Use is on the rise especially the use of heroin.  

 
Councilmember Long inquired if there is any specific training being offered to the officers? 
 

Chief Peters stated that they have not offered anything in addition to their normal 
training as there are other groups in the Township more qualified to offer said 
training. 
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SUBJECT: Council Meeting Update 
 
ACTION:   Mr. Brannen said there are two approved meeting dates which need to be changed: 
 February 6, 2016 will be changed to January 30, 2016 
 February 11, 2016 will be changed to February 9, 2016 
 
SUBJECT:  No Smoking Policy Update 
 
ACTION:  Kathy Reiser, Director of Recreation, discussed the implementation of a No Knock  
Policy at both the Pool and Tennis Facility as well as all recreation facilities. 
 
After discussion, it was approved that the Township will create No Smoking Policy. Once  
approved, signage will be placed at all recreation facilities as well as at the Pool and Tennis  
Facility. 
 
SUBJECT:  Fee Ordinance Update 
 
ACTION:  Kathy Reiser discussed adjustments to the fees for the following: 
 

 Project Extend – the last time these fees were adjusted was 2013. Being proposed 
is to move the end range was moved by 10%. The difference between the 
residential fee and non-residential fee is 30%. 

 Community Pool – make the fees the same no matter what day of the week it is as 
the statistics show that the attendance is comparable regardless of the day of the 
week. 

 
Discussion also ensued concerning Lifeguard Services. The Township bid for those services 
twice, the most recent bid was opened on January 20, 2016. Both times the low bidder failed to 
submit some of the required documentation. The bid from the second bidder was approximately 
$9,500.00 higher than the low bidder. In 2015, the service cost $95,000.00 with the proposed 
2016 cost being $104,200.00.  
 
There was discussion about bringing this service back in-house and the obstacles in doing so. 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
   
There were no Public Comments at this time. 
 
 
Seeing that there were no Public Comments, Mayor Siciliano read the following:  

 
RESOLUTION 

DECLARING CLOSED SESSION 
 
 WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, permits 
the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of 
Ocean, County of Monmouth as follows: 
 

1. The Public shall be excluded from discussion of and action upon the hereinafter 
specified subject matters. 

  
2. The general nature of the subject matter to be discussed is as follows: 

 
  C1. Litigation – COAH 
  C2. Contract – Sale of Real Property 
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3. It is anticipated at this time that the Municipal Clerk shall review the minutes of closed  
session of the Township of Ocean and make a recommendation to the Governing Body 
which minutes should be considered for public record. The minutes which are made 
public shall not thereafter be treated as confidential, but may be seen and copied by 
any person(s) in the same manner as any meeting minutes of the Township of Ocean. 

 
4. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Seeing that there were no additional comments, the meeting was adjourned. 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

              Vincent Buttiglieri, RMC/CMC/MMC 
                    Township Clerk 
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