
 
WORKSHOP MEETING MINUTES 

TOWNSHIP COUNCIL – TOWNSHIP OF OCEAN 
 
JUNE 18, 2015        OAKHURST, NEW JERSEY 
 
The Workshop Meeting was held in the Council Conference Room, Town Hall, 399 Monmouth 
Road, Oakhurst, NJ 07755 beginning at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Present:  Mayor Siciliano 
  Deputy Mayor Garofalo 
  Councilmember(s) Evans, Long and Schepiga  
 
Others:  Martin Arbus, Esq., Township Attorney  
  Andrew Brannen, Township Manager 

Vincent Buttiglieri, Township Clerk 
 
Mayor Siciliano announced that the notice requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act for this 
meeting have been satisfied; a copy of the Annual Notice was sent to the Asbury Park Press and 
The Coaster, posted in Town Hall and filed in the Office of the Township Clerk on December 30, 
2014. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING:  2016 Community Development Block G rant 
 
Andrew Brannen, Township Manager, explained that a meeting was held on June 1, 2015 with 
the Citizens Participation Group to discuss a proposed project for submission for the 2016 
Community Development Block Grant.. Mr. Brannen said the recommendation of the Citizen 
Participation Group is for a pedestrian walkway connecting Heritage Village at Oakhurst with the 
west Park Avenue Senior Center.  
 
The following vote was taken to open the Public Hearing on the 2016 Community Development 
Block Grant: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Deputy Mayor Garofalo asked if the Township could include a small portion of missing sidewalk 
on West Park Avenue in the vicinity of the Senior Center, which would enable the elimination of 
one crossing guard. 
 
There were no additional Public Comments on the 2016 Community Development Block Grant: 
 
The following vote was taken to close the Public Hearing on the 2016 Community Development 
Block Grant: 
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REVIEW OF ALL REGULAR MEETING MATERIAL: 
 
Andrew Brannen, Township Manager, went through the meeting items, which were reviewed by 
the Governing Body and held for the Public Meeting of June 18, 2015, unless otherwise noted (*): 
 
 
Public Questions: 
 
CEREMONY: 
 
Fireman's Pond Dedication 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
MINUTES: 
 
June 4, 2015 - Workshop and Public Meetings 
 
RESOLUTIONS: 
 
15-109  Authorize the submission of the following G rant(s): (pulled from June 4, 2015  

Agenda) 
 
b. Monmouth County FY2016 Community Development Blo ck Grant 
 
15-116  Authorize the Stormwater Management Easemen t and Escrow Fund Agreement  

with the following: 
 
a. Block 189, Lots 6 & 9 - 110 Highway 35 - Italian  American Association of the Township of 
Ocean 
 
15-117  Authorize a Developer's Agreement for the f ollowing: 
 
a. Block 34, Lots 14.01, 20, 21, & 26 - 1904 Highwa y 35 - BJ's Wholesale Club, Inc. 
 

Andrew Brannen, Township Manager, said that BJ’s will be installing a propane exchange 
center. 
 

b. Block 189, Lots 6 & 9 - 1110 Highway 35 - Italia n American Club of the Township of  
Ocean 

 
 Mr. Brannen said that additional parking will be installed on their property. 
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15-121  Authorize the rejection of the bid received  for the Police Department Uniforms due  

to an error in the bid document 
 

Mr. Brannen explained that one of the prospective bidders took exception with an item in 
the bid document causing the Township to re-bid this item. 
 

INDIVIDUAL ACTION: 
 
VOUCHERS: $ 12,593,055.03 
 
RESOLUTIONS: 
 
15-122  Authorize the receipt of the following Gran t(s): 
 
a. COPS in SHOPS Summer Shore Initiative 2015 
 
15-123  Authorize the three-month extension of the contract with Carl Fraley and Son for  

the removal of composted leaves through December 31 , 2015 
 
 Mr. Brannen said the extension will be until September 30, 2015 
 
15-124  Request the Director of the Division of Loc al Government Services to approve a  

change in the Title and Text of an appropriation pu rsuant to 
 

Mr. Brannen said that Township will be utilizing the services of a private company and 
therefore needs to move the funds from the Salary and Wage line to the Operating line. 

 
15-125  Approve the continuance on the assessment i nstallment payment plan for a  

property owners who have become delinquent for thei r assessment(s) confirmed on 
November 14, 2013 

 
15-126  Authorize a contract for the removal of haz ardous trees from Armstrong Tree  

Service at a cost not to exceed $13,400.00 
 

Mr. Brannen said the Township will be removing 20 trees in and around the Township that 
are in need of removal. 
 

15-127  Authorize a contract with Fox Floors for th e purchase and installation of carpeting  
at Town Hall at a cost not to exceed $23,924.50 

 
15-128  Authorize a contract with Fire Security Tec hnologies for the emergency  

replacement of the fire alarm panel at Town Hall at  a cost not to exceed $13,000.00 
 

Mr. Brannen said that the Township will just be replacing the fire panel at this time. 
Subsequent, non-emergency, work will be done at a later date. 

 
15-129  Authorize the Tax Collector to issue refund (s) to those taxpayers who have  

received a favorable State Tax Appeal judgment 
 
ORDINANCES: 
 
Adoption(s):  



MEETING MINUTES         JUNE 18, 2015 
 
 
ITEM FOR DISCUSSION: 
 
SUBJECT:   Municipal Services Act 
 
ACTION:  Mr. Brannen discussed the reimbursement the Township has made for snow removal.  
He went on to explain if the Township does not pave the residential streets during a storm, the  
complexes do not receive reimbursement. Also, the amount of their reimbursement is not tied to  
the amount that they spend for snow removal. 
 
The complexes have also approached the Township to provide reimbursement for street  
sweeping and street lighting. The Township is not inclined to reimburse for street lighting. Further  
discussion will be held with regard to street sweeping. 
 
Deputy Mayor Garofalo asked Mr. Brannen to have the Director of Finance look into utilizing a  
five-year average for reimbursement. 
 
SUBJECT:   Sign Ordinance 
 
ACTION:  Discussion occurred with regard to developing regulations concerning seasonal  
“sandwich board” signs with the number allowed on any one property based on the number of  
tenants. 
 
Discussion concerning companies being able to advertise on the Townships electronic signs.  
 
Two comments were posed by members of the public: 
 
1. Mr. Madden - If the Township allows advertising, will it look like they are endorsing certain 
businesses? 
 
2. Ms. Kiley – Would the Township consider purchasing an additional electronic sign that could 
be used strictly for advertising local businesses? 
 
SUBJECT:   Council meeting Schedule Update 
 
ACTION:  It was determined that no additional Workshop Only meetings will be scheduled at this 
time. 
 
SUBJECT:   Grants Update 
 
ACTION:  Mr. Brannen gave an update on the following projects: 
 
Colonial Terrace Golf Course 4th Fairway Improvements  - work will commence late Fall 2015.  
The Township received a Grant in the amount of $280,000 for said improvements 
 
Town Hall Parking Lot Improvements – Fernandes Construction will be performing Phase I  
improvements. The Township will need to bid out Phase 2 work or approve a change order to the  
prior contract with Fernandes Construction to allow him to do Phase 2 work. The amount of that  
change order is estimated to be approximately $250,000.00. All concurred with the Change  
Order. 
 
SUBJECT:   Street Lighting Update 
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COUNCIL REPORTS: 
 
Councilmember Evans asked Mr. Brannen to have Public Works look at filling the potholes on 
Sunset Avenue west of Route 35. 
 
Councilmember Evans congratulated everyone on being re-elected and welcomed Rob Acerra to 
the Governing Body. Councilmember Evans thanked everyone for their support during his time on 
the Council and he has enjoyed working with everyone to continue to move the Township forward 
in a positive direction. Councilmember Evans closed by wishing everyone all the best for the 
future. 
 
Deputy Mayor Garofalo invited everyone to come to the annual drill that the Amateur Ham Radio 
Club will be holding between June 27-28, 2015 at the Red Cross on west Park Avenue.  
 
Mayor Siciliano  has been in contact with the State of New Jersey to discuss funding availability 
from the Infrastructure Trust. Mayor Siciliano is looking to secure funding for sediment control at 
Deal Lake.  
 
If successful, 75% of the cost of the project will be forgiven and the remaining 25% can be 
borrowed from them at a very low rate of interest. 
 
The application is due by October 2015 with the award being made in April 2016.  
 
The following individuals did not issue a report at this meeting:  
 
Councilmembers Long and Schepiga 
Martin Arbus, Esq., Township Attorney 
Andrew Brannen, Township Manager 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
   
Rob Acerra, Councilperson-Elect, asked if the Township residents can bring grass to the compost  
facility at Palaia Park 
 

Mr. Brannen said the Township prohibits residents from disbursing of their grass clippings 
due to the lack of supervision at the facility 

 
Mayor Siciliano and Councilperson Schepiga discussed commercial vehicles at the site.  
 
Seeing that there were additional Public Comments, Mayor read the following:  
 
 

RESOLUTION 
DECLARING CLOSED SESSION 

 
 WHEREAS, Section 8 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, permits 
the exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED  by the Township Council of the Township of 
Ocean, County of Monmouth as follows: 
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3. It is anticipated at this time that the Municipal Clerk shall review the minutes of closed 
sessions of the Township of Ocean and make a recommendation to the Governing 
Body which minutes should be considered for public record. The minutes which are 
made public shall not thereafter be treated as  

     confidential, but may be seen and copied by any person(s) in the same manner as      
     any meeting minutes of the Township of Ocean. 
 
4. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Seeing that there were no additional comments, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

              Vincent Buttiglieri, RMC/CMC/MMC 
                    Township Clerk 
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