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REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

TOWNSHIP COUNCIL – TOWNSHIP OF OCEAN 
 

 JANUARY 22, 2015      OAKHURST, NEW JERSEY 

 
The Regular Meeting of the Township Council was held in the Public Meeting Room, First 
Floor, 399 Monmouth Road, Oakhurst, NJ 07755 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Present: Mayor Siciliano 
  Councilmember(s) Evans, Garofalo, Long and Schepiga 
 
Others: Martin J. Arbus, Esq., Township Attorney 
  Andrew G. Brannen, Township Manager 
  Vincent Buttiglieri, Township Clerk 
 
Statement of Compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act: 
Mayor Siciliano announced that the notice requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act for 
this meeting have been satisfied; a copy of the Meeting Notice was sent to the Asbury Park 
Press and The Coaster, posted in Town Hall and filed in the Office of the Township Clerk on 
December 30, 2014. 
 
NOTICE: 
All cell telephones must be turned off. If you need to make a call, please make your call 
outside the meeting room. 

  

Mayor Siciliano announced that he will be accepting nominations to fill the position of Deputy 
Mayor. 
 
Councilmember Evans made a motion to nominate William G. Garofalo as Deputy Mayor. This 
motion was seconded by Councilmember Long. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mayor Siciliano administered the Oath of Office to Deputy Mayor Garofalo. Deputy Mayor 
Garofalo’s wife Maria and daughter Carly held the Bible.   
 
 
At this juncture, Mayor Siciliano made the following Presentations: 
 
 
CERTIFICATES OF ACCOMPLISHMENT: 
 
Ocean Township “Big Red Machine” Baseball Team 
   USABL Champions 
 
Mayor Sicilaino introduced Coaches John Cascaes and Joe Toomey to help introduce the 
players. Coach Cascaes spoke about the great success this team had and how proud he was 
of them. 
 
Mayor Siciliano presented Certificates to the following: 
 
Evan Arbeeny  Mark Butler   Matthew Redbord 
Jack D’Auria   William Callano  Nick Simons 
Max Winters   Ryan Toomey  Michael Cascaes 
Brent Gaber   Nick Hanlon   Joe Escandon 
 

 
Record of Vote 

 
Councilman 

Evans 

 
Councilman 

Garofalo 

 
Councilman 

Long 

 
Councilwoman 

Schepiga 

 
Mayor 

Siciliano 

Motion To Approve X     

Motion to Second  X    

Approved X X X X X 

Opposed      

Not Voting/Recuse      

Absent/Excused      
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Coaches: John Cascaes, Rob D’Auria, Joe Toomey and Stephen Winters 
 
 
Mayor Siciliano introduced Police Chief Peters to discuss the actions taken by our Police 
Department in light of the recent rash of robberies occurring in the Wayside section of the 
Township. 
 
Chief Peters spoke about the recent robberies and encouraged everyone to be very aware of 
their surroundings and report any unusual activity that they observe. Chief Peters stated that 
other municipalities have experienced an increase in robberies but he is not sure if they are all 
related, however, his department is receiving many leads that they are following up on. 
 
Chief Peters mentioned that there is a list of TIPS on the Ocean Township website to assist 
the public in keeping themselves and their property safe. 
 
Mayor Siciliano said that he and Chief Peters had met with many of the residents of Wayside 
to assure them that the Township Police Department is very active in their pursuit of 
apprehending these perpetrators. 
 
Mayor's Statement:  Public Portion of any Questions as to Resolutions and Vouchers 

 
The purpose of this public portion is solely to ask questions to understand Resolutions and 
Vouchers that appear on this Agenda and is not an occasion for a public hearing on an 
Ordinance. All questions not related to an item on this Agenda should be asked during the 
Public Comments portion at the conclusion of the meeting. 
 
 
Public Questions on Resolutions: 
 
Susan Borea asked if the payment to the USDA being approved is different than the geese 
patrol at Colonial Terrace Golf Course. 
 

Andrew Brannen, Township Manager, said that it was a different vendor for each. 
 
 
Seeing that there were no Public Comments at this time, Mayor Siciliano proceeded with the 
Agenda. 
 
Mayor Sicilaino announced that Resolution No. 15-020 will be removed from the Agenda and 
not acted upon at this meeting. 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
RESOLUTIONS: 
 
15-018 Authorize the Stormwater Management Easement Agreement for the following: 
 
a. Block 34, Lot 14 – 1710 Highway 35 – Selma, LLC 

 
 WHEREAS, the Township of Ocean Planning Board as part of a site plan approval for 
lands designated as Block 34, Lot 14 located at 1710 Highway 35 (Selma, LLC), required the 
applicant to enter into a Stormwater Management Easement and Escrow Fund Agreement; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Township professionals in conjunction with the property owners’ 
representatives prepared a Stormwater Management Easement and Escrow Fund Agreement, 
a copy of which is attached hereto; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Stormwater Management Easement and Escrow Fund Agreement is 
subject to review and approval by the Township Attorney. 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Ocean, County of Monmouth, State of New Jersey, that the Mayor and Township Clerk are 
hereby authorized to sign this Agreement on behalf of the Township of Ocean so that said 
Agreement can be recorded in the County of Monmouth.  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a condition of the approval of this Agreement shall 
be that the metes and bounds description for the entire property be included as an attachment 
to the Agreement and the attached recorded in the County of Monmouth. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this Resolution be forwarded to 
the following: 
 

1. Selma, LLC 
2. Martin J. Arbus, Esq., Township Attorney 
3. Marianne Wilensky, Director of Community Development 
 

15-019 Authorize the Release of Performance Guarantee(s) for the following: 
 
a. Block 9, Lot 72 – 2 Helen Court – Jack and Penina Cohen 

 
WHEREAS, the Municipal Land Use Law (N.J.S.A. 40:55D-53) permits the Township of 

Ocean to accept certain improvements and to release performance guarantees posted by 
Developers when said improvements have been certified by the Township Engineer; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Jack and Penina Cohen has heretofore deposited with the Township of 
Ocean a cash performance guarantee in the amount of $9,864.00 to guarantee the completion 
of all improvements on premises known as Block 9, Lot 72 also known as 2 Helen Court; and 
 
 WHEREAS. Gregory S. Blash, P.E., P.P., representing the Township Engineer, has 
advised the Township Manager by letter dated January 5, 2015, a copy of which is on file in 
the Office of the Township Clerk  and made a part hereof, that the improvements have been 
substantially completed and sad representative of the Township Engineer recommends the 
acceptance of same and the release of the aforementioned cash performance guarantee 
subject to the posting of a maintenance guarantee in the amount of 15% ($2,664.00) of the 
cost of the improvements and $500.00 as part of the Owner’s responsibility and any 
outstanding engineering and administrative fees; and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of 
Ocean in the County of Monmouth, that the improvements hereinbefore referred to be and the 
same are hereby accepted as per the aforesaid memorandum of Gregory S. Blash, P.E., P.P. 
and the performance guarantees totaling $9,864.00 are hereby released, canceled and 
discharged. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Township Council that this resolution shall not 
become effective unless and until the Township of Ocean is furnished with the posting of a 
maintenance guarantee in the amount of 15% ($2,664.00) of the cost of the improvements and 
$500.00 as part of the Owner’s responsibility and payment of any outstanding engineering and 
administrative fees; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution, certified to be a true copy, 
be forwarded to the following: 
 
 1.  Township Engineer 
 2.  Director of Finance 
 3.  Director Community Development 
 4.  Construction Official  
 5.  Jack and Penina Cohen 
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b. Block 187, Lots 10 & 10.01 – 3415 Sunset Avenue – 3415 Sunset Avenue, LLC 
 

WHEREAS, the Municipal Land Use Law (N.J.S.A. 40:55D-53) permits the Township of 
Ocean to accept certain improvements and to release performance guarantees posted by 
Developer’s when said improvements have been certified as complete by the Township 
Engineer; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Township Council did authorize and enter into a Developer’s 
Agreement dated March 20, 2014 with 3415 Sunset Avenue, LLC for Site Plan and Bulk 
Variance Approval to use an existing building, which was previously a mixed use office/print 
shop, to entirely office use on premises known as Block 187, Lots 10. & 10.01 located at 3415 
Sunset Avenue; and 
 
 WHEREAS, 3415 Sunset Avenue, LLC has heretofore deposited with the Township of 
Ocean performance guarantees totaling $182,280.00 in the form of Subdivision/Site Plan Bond 
Number S279738 issued by NGM Insurance Company in the amount of $164,052.00 and cash 
in the amount of $18,228.00 to guarantee the completion of all improvements on premises 
known as Block 187, Lots 10 & 10.01 located at 3415 Sunset Avenue; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Township Clerk is in receipt of a letter dated November 18, 2014 from 
James B. Jordan, Jr., on behalf of 3415 Sunset Avenue, LLC requesting the release of the 
performance guarantees; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Gregory S. Blash, P.E., P.P., representing the Township Engineer has 
advised the Township Manager by letter dated June 22, 2011 and made a part hereof, that the 
improvements have been substantially completed. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of 
Ocean in the County of Monmouth that the improvements hereinbefore referred to be and the 
same are hereby accepted as per the aforesaid memorandum of Gregory S. Blash and the 
performance guarantees in the amount $182,280.00 are hereby released, canceled and 
discharged subject to the following: 
 

1. Receipt of a maintenance bond in the sum of $22,785.00 said maintenance bond is to 
run for a period of two (2) years to cover the maintenance of all improvements 
constructed under the original performance guarantee 

2. Payment pending and future engineering inspection and administrative fees in an 
amount to be determined by the Township Engineer to cover the estimated inspection 
fees 

3. All required certificates of insurance be properly filed with the Office of the Township 
Clerk 

 
BE IT FURTHER that a copy of this resolution, certified to be a true copy, be forwarded  

to the following: 
 
 1.  Township Engineer 
 2.  Director of Finance 
 3.  Director of Community Development 
 4.  Construction Official 
 5.  NGM Insurance Company 
 6.  3415 Sunset Avenue, LLC 
 
15-021  Authorize the Receipt of Bids for the following: 
 
a. Towing Services 
 

WHEREAS, the Township Council is desirous of receiving Receipt of Bids for the 
following: 

Towing Services 
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WHEREAS, specifications for the aforesaid items will be on file in the Township Clerk’s 

Office, and will be available for inspection. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of 
Ocean, County of Monmouth that it does hereby authorize the Township Clerk to advertise for 
said Receipt of Bids for the aforesaid item as per the specifications on file and will be received 
by the Township Manager in the Township Council Conference Room, Second Floor, 
Township Hall, 399 Monmouth Road, Oakhurst, New Jersey on a date to be determined. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this Resolution be forwarded to 
the following: 
 

  1. Township Manager 
  2. Chief of Police 

 
15-022 Authorize the submission of the following Grant(s): 
 
a. Safe and Secure Communities Program 
 
A RESOLUTION APPROVING PARTICIPATION WITH THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY IN A 
SAFE AND SECURE COMMUNITIES PROGRAM ADMINISTERED BY THE DIVISION OF 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE, DEPARTMENT OF LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY 
 

WHEREAS, the Township of Ocean wishes to apply for a project under the Safe and 
Secure Communities Program; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Township of Ocean Council has reviewed the application and has 
approved said request; and 
 

WHEREAS, the project is a joint effort between the Department of Law and Public 
Safety and the Township of Ocean, for the purpose described in the application; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township of Ocean Council, that: 
 

1. As a matter of public policy the Township of Ocean wishes to participate to the 
  fullest extent possible with the Department of Law and Public Safety. 

2. The Attorney General of New Jersey will receive funds on behalf of the  
Applicant. 

3. The Division of Criminal Justice shall be responsible for the receipt and review  
  of the applications for said funds. 

4. The Division of Criminal Justice shall initiate allocations to the applicant as  
  authorized by law. 

 
15-023  Approve the extension of time for the placement of both a roll-off and storage  

container for Block 12.05, Lot 3, 262 Berger Avenue, for a period not to extend 
past May 15. 2015 

 
WHEREAS, the Chapter 5, Section 5-3 prohibits the placement of any storage container 

on private property for a period of more than 21 consecutive days; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Solomon and Harriet Sayegh have requested approval to place a roll-off 
container and storage container on Block 12.05, Lot 3, 262 Berger Avenue, for the period 
ending May 15, 2015; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Solomon and Harriet Sayegh wishes to utilize said container for the 
placement of construction debris during the construction phase of the project; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of 
Ocean, County of Monmouth that approval is hereby granted to allow Solomon and Harriet 
Sayegh to place one (1) roll-off container and one (1) storage container on their property 
located at 262 Berger Avenue for a period not to extend past May 15, 2015; and 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED should said container be required longer than the above 
noted date, an additional approval will be required to be obtained from the Governing Body by 
Solomon and Harriet Sayegh; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the 
following: 
 

 1. Solomon and Harriet Sayegh 
 2. Director of Community Development 
 3. Zoning Official 
 4. Code Enforcement Official 

 
Vote on All Consent Items: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INDIVIDUAL ACTION:  
 
VOUCHERS:  7,082,822.34 (See attached for complete Voucher list) 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RESOLUTIONS: 
 
15-024  Approve the continuance on the assessment installment payment plan for  

various property owners who have become delinquent for their assessment(s) 
confirmed on November 14, 2013 

 
WHEREAS, the Township Council of the Township of Ocean previously authorized for 

the installation of curbs, sidewalks and driveway aprons along portions of various streets in the 
Township of Ocean ; and 
 

WHEREAS, said assessments were confirmed by the Township Council of the 
Township of Ocean on November 14, 2013 with an initial due date of January 1, 2014; and 

 
WHEREAS, the following property owner(s) are delinquent for the payment due January 

1, 2014 and are hereby required to make the payments that were due January 1, 2014 and 
January 1, 2015 plus delinquent interest due to the Township of Ocean by February 10, 2015 
in order to continue in the installment plan, or if no payment is received by the Township of 
Ocean then full payment of the assessment will be required: 

 
  Block  Lot        Due Date   Installment Amount 
   138.02   2        1/1/2014 & 1/1/15   $687.76 (1 & 2) 
(1 & 2) – includes delinquent Interest  

 
Record of Vote 

 
Deputy Mayor 

Garofalo 

 
Councilman 

Evans 

 
Councilman 

Long 

 
Councilwoman 

Schepiga 

 
Mayor 

Siciliano 

Motion To Approve   X   

Motion to Second X     

Approved X X X X X 

xOpposed      

Not Voting/Recuse      

Absent/Excused      

 
Record of Vote 

 
Deputy Mayor 

Garofalo 

 
Councilman 

Evans 

 
Councilman 

Long 

 
Councilwoman 

Schepiga 

 
Mayor 

Siciliano 

Motion To Approve   X   

Motion to Second X     

Approved X X X X X 

xOpposed      

Not Voting/Recuse      

Absent/Excused      
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WHEREAS, it is the intention of the Township Council to extend the payment period for 

those property owners affected by said assessments until February 10, 2015 and allow the 
property owners to continue the installment plan for the payment of the outstanding balance of 
the assessment; and 

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the Township of 

Ocean, County of Monmouth, State of New Jersey, that authorization is hereby given to extend 
the deadline for payment for the delinquent installment on the assessments due on the above 
noted properties until February 10, 2015; and 
  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the installment plan for the payment of the special 
assessment be reinstated as long as payment of the 2014 and 2015 installments are made by 
January 15, 2015; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said property owners will be notified by mail of the 

time extension and the provisions for payment of said monies due the Township of Ocean; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that any property owner who fails to make the required 

payment by February 10, 2015, the entire balance of the assessment due shall become and be 
immediately due with interest imposed at the same rate as delinquent taxes, this being 8% on 
the first $1,500.00 delinquent and 18% for the balance; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the 
following: 
 

 1. Director of Finance 
 2. Tax Collector 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15-025  Authorize the purchase and installation of bay doors at the Sunset Avenue  

Garage from Hickey Overhead Door Company, Lanoka Harbor, NJ through the 
Monmouth County Cooperative Purchasing Agreement (Co-Op No. F-17-2014) at a 
cost not to exceed $18,900.00 

 
WHEREAS, the Township of Ocean is in need of replacing the bay doors at the 

Department of Public Works Sunset Avenue garage; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Township of Ocean, Monmouth County has availed itself of the right to 

purchase materials, supplies and equipment under the Monmouth County Cooperative 
Purchasing Agreement; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Township of Ocean has solicited and received a proposal from Hickey 

Overhead Door Company, Lanoka Harbor, NJ (Co-Op No. F-17-2014) to purchase and install 
said bay doors at the Sunset Avenue garage at a cost not to exceed $18,900.00; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Director of Finance has certified that funds for said purchase and 

installation are available in the following accounts: Capital Improvement Fund, account #C-04-
55-934-910 and Public Works – Buildings and Grounds - Outside Services, account #5-01-26-
772-252; 

 
 

 
Record of Vote 

 
Deputy Mayor 

Garofalo 

 
Councilman 

Evans 

 
Councilman 

Long 

 
Councilwoma

n 
Schepiga 

 
Mayor 

Siciliano 

Motion To Approve   X   

Motion to Second X     

Approved X X X X X 

Opposed      

Not Voting/Recuse      

Absent/Excused      
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Township of Ocean, 

County of Monmouth, State of New Jersey, that authorization is hereby given to purchase new 
bay doors for the Sunset Avenue garage from Hickey Overhead Door Company, Lanoka 
Harbor, NJ, through the Monmouth County Cooperative Purchasing Agreement (F-17-2014) at 
a cost not to exceed $18,900.00; and 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Township Council that certified copies of this 
resolution be forwarded to the following: 
 

 1.  Director of Public Works 
 2.  Director of Finance 
 3.  Hickey Overhead Door Company 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15-026  Authorize the award of a maintenance contract for the Police Communications 

console equipment for the period January 1 through December 31, 2015 to 
Wireless Communications & Electronics, Inc. (State Contract #A83909) in the 
amount of $18,000.00 

 
WHEREAS, the Township of Ocean purchased new police communications console 

equipment as part of the Police Communications Renovation Project; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Township of Ocean is desirous of entering into a maintenance contract 

for said police communications console equipment for a period of January 1through December 
31, 2015; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Township of Ocean, Monmouth County has availed itself of the right to 

purchase materials, supplies and equipment under contracts for such materials, supplies and 
equipment entered into on behalf of the State of New Jersey pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-12; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the Township of Ocean, Monmouth County desires to enter into a 

maintenance agreement for said console equipment from Wireless Communications & 
Electronics, Inc., Metuchen, NJ (State Contract # A83909) at a cost not to exceed $18,000.00; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the Director of Finance has certified that funds will be made available by 

the Governing Body in the Township of Ocean Temporary and Final 2015 Municipal Budget 
under Contract Services - Police, account #5-01-25-745-247; 

  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Township of Ocean, 

County of Monmouth, State of New Jersey, that authorization is hereby given to enter into a 
maintenance agreement for the police communications console equipment with Wireless 
Communications & Electronics, Inc (State Contract #A83909) at a cost not to exceed 
$18,000.00 for the one year period January 1 through December 31, 2015; and 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Township Council that certified copies of this 
resolution be forwarded to the following: 
 

 1.  Police Chief 
 2.  Wireless Communications & Electronics, Inc. 

 
Record of Vote 

 
Deputy 
Mayor 

Garofalo 

 
Councilman 

Evans 

 
Councilman 

Long 

 
Councilwoman 

Schepiga 

 
Mayor 

Siciliano 

Motion To Approve   X   

Motion to Second X     

Approved X X X X X 

Opposed      

Not Voting/Recuse      

Absent/Excused      
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15-027  Approve the renewal of a contract with Delta Dental of New Jersey, Inc. for the  

Flagship Plan for the one period ending April 30, 2016 
 
 WHEREAS, the Township of Ocean presently provides dental insurance coverage to its 
employees through a contract with Delta Dental Plan of New Jersey, Inc.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the current agreement is set to expire on April 30, 2015; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Delta Dental of New Jersey, Inc. has provided a proposal to the Township 
of Ocean to renew the Delta Dental (Flagship) Plan portion of the contract to extend through 
April 30, 2016 with the following rate structure: 
       9001-DMHO 
    One Party  $28.76 
    Two Party  $54.94 
    Three Party  $90.65 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of 
Ocean, Monmouth County that the Mayor and Municipal Clerk are hereby authorized to 
execute the renewal agreement with Delta Dental of New Jersey, Inc., as described above; 
and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this Resolution be forwarded to the 
following: 
 

 1. Director of Finance 
 2. Delta Dental of New Jersey, Inc. 
 3. Connor Strong & Buckelew 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15-028  Approve Change Order No. 1 for the 2013 Roadway Improvement Program  

decreasing the total contract amount by $60,181.80 
 

WHEREAS, on September 17, 2013, the Township Council of the Township of Ocean 
awarded a contract to Fernandes Construction, Inc. for the 2013 Roadway Improvement 
Program; and 
 

WHEREAS, subsequent to that award, various revisions to said scope of work and as-
built quantities resulting in a $60,181.80 decrease in the total contract amount from 
$1,615,975,00 to $1,555,793.20; and 

 

 
Record of Vote 

 
Deputy Mayor 

Garofalo 

 
Councilman 

Evans 

 
Councilman 

Long 

 
Councilwoma

n 
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Mayor 

Siciliano 
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Opposed      
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Council of the Township of 
Ocean in the County of Monmouth, that it does hereby approve Change Order No. 1 
decreasing the overall contract amount by $60,181.80, from $1,615,975.00 to $1,555,793.20 
for the 2013 Roadway Improvement Program that was awarded to Fernandes Construction, 
Inc. and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certified copies of this resolution be forwarded to the 
following: 
 

  1. Director of Finance 
  2. Township Engineer 
  3. Director of Public Works 
  4. Fernandes Construction, Inc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15-029  Authorize a contract with Connor Strong and Buckelew to provide employee 

benefit consulting 
 

WHEREAS, the Township of Ocean has utilized the services of Conner Strong and 
Buckelew to provide consulting services on matters related to employee benefits; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Business Associates Agreement has expired and it is the intention of 
the Township to further utilize the services of Connor Strong and Buckelew in this capacity; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the Township Manager has recommended that this Agreement between 

the Township of Ocean and Connor Strong and Buckelew be extended per the Business 
Associates Agreement; 

  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the Township of 
Ocean, County of Monmouth, that it does hereby authorize the entering in to the Business 
Associates Agreement with Connor Strong and Buckelew, as per their proposal; and 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Township Council that certified copies of this 
resolution be forwarded to the following: 
 

 1.  Township of Manager 
 2.  Director of Finance 
 3.  Connor Strong and Buckelew 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Record of Vote 

 
Deputy Mayor 

Garofalo   

 
Councilman 

Evans 

 
Councilman 

Long 
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Mayor 

Siciliano 

Motion To Approve   X   

Motion to Second X     

Approved X X X X X 

Opposed      

Not Voting/Recuse      

Absent/Excused      
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15-030  Authorize the Tax Collector to issue refunds/credits to those taxpayers that  
 have received favorable State Tax Appeal judgments. 
 

AUTHORIZING THE CANCELATION OF YEARS 2011 THROUGH 2014 TAXES AND 
REFUNDING OR CREDITING THE TAX OVERPAYMENTS RESULTING FROM NEW 

JERSEY STATE TAX COURT JUDGMENT TO THE TAXPAYER 
 

 WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey Tax Court has rendered judgments on appeals 
made by a tax payer regarding the assessment of their property, and, 
 

WHEREAS, the property had the assessment reduced by the State of New Jersey Tax 
Court resulting in a reduction in the total taxes to be paid to the Township of Ocean for the years 
2011 through 2014 and, 

 
WHEREAS, proper procedures require that the tax assessments for the years 2011 

through 2014 be adjusted and refunds or credits to unpaid taxes be made for taxes overpaid in 
those years that resulted from New Jersey Tax Court judgments reducing the property 
assessment reflected in the Tax Assessor’s Field Book. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township council of the Township of 
Ocean, County of Monmouth and State of New Jersey that it does hereby authorize the Tax 
Collector to adjust the years 2011 through 2014 tax assessments based on the State Tax 
Board Judgment and refund the tax overpayments or credit 4th quarter taxes for those years’ 
taxes on the attached listing 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED That a copy of the within resolution be forwarded to the 
following: 
 

1. Tax Collector 
2. Township Auditor 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS: 
 
Deputy Mayor Garofalo thanked the Mayor and Council for supporting him as the Deputy 
Mayor. It means a great deal and he vows to work hard every day to pay them back for their 
trust. 
 
Deputy Mayor Garofalo noted that he has received the first draft of the 2015 Budget and he is 
happy to say that the Township came through difficult economic times and things are now 
looking up. He anticipates being able to deliver a budget with a stable tax rate. He thanked 
everyone for all their cost-saving measures over the past few years that have put the Township 
on solid financial footing as we look to the future. 
 
Councilmember Schepiga congratulated Deputy Mayor Garofalo. 
 
Councilmember Schepiga mentioned the following Public Celebration events for 2015: 
 

1. St. Patrick’s Day Dinner – March 13, 2015 honoring Michael Evans and Denise 
Parlamas   

2. Memorial Day Ceremony – May 25, 2015 

 
Record of Vote 

 
Deputy Mayor 

Garofalo 

 

 
Councilman 

Evans 

 
Councilwoman 

Long 

 
Councilman 

Schepiga 

 
Mayor 
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Motion to Second X     

Approved X X X X X 

Opposed      

Not Voting/Recues      

Absent/Excused      
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3. Fourth of July Fireworks – July 3, 2015 
4. Menorah and Tree Lighting – December 2015 

 
Councilmember Schepiga also announced that the Township will be holding its first annual 
Veterans Day Ceremony in front of Town Hall. More details will follow. 
 
Councilmember Long said that Mayor Siciliano has given him the duty of organizing a 
Business Rountable in conjunction with the Grow Monmouth initiative. This will give business 
owners an opportunity to voice their concerns. 
 
Councilmember Long will also be meeting with Freeholder Arnone and Director Fitzgerald to 
discuss the Façade Program. 
 
Councilmember Long also congratulated Deputy Mayor Garofalo and noted that he has a 
wealth of experience that will benefit the Township. 
 
Councilmember Evans congratulated Deputy Mayor Garofalo on his well-deserved position. 
 
Councilmember Evans reported that the Township held two public auctions for old vehicles 
and equipment and raised over $64,000.00. He commended Tom Crochet, Director of Public 
Works, and Mark Disakias for spear-heading these auctions. 
 
Andrew Brannen, Township Manager, said that he had just received notification from the New 
Jersey Office of Emergency Management that the Township has received funding for the 
purchase of a generator for the Senior Center. 
 
Mr. Brannen also noted that Monmouth County will be hosting a meeting to discuss the Sunset 
Avenue Bridge closure on January 27, 2015. 
 
Martin Arbus, Esq., Township Attorney, congratulated Deputy Mayor Garofalo on his new 
position. 
 
Mr. Arbus announced that Deputy Mayor Garofalo had recently received the Community 
Service Award from the Chamber of Commerce. 
 
Mayor Siciliano announced some changes he has made since taking office such as 
videotaping the Council meetings, Coffee with the Mayor and presenting a budget with a stable 
tax rate. 
 
Mayor Siciliano also announced that he is working with a company to bring a program to the 
Township of Ocean called the Property Tax Reward Program where taxpayers can receive a 
percentage off their property taxes based on the amount of money they spend shopping in 
Ocean Township. The participating merchants will give a percentage of the purchase back to 
the taxpayer and then once a year the total amount that the resident has earned will be taken 
directly off their property taxes. Mayor Siciliano will discuss this further as this program starts 
to formalize. 
  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
 
Merwin Meller congratulated Deputy Mayor Garofalo on his new position. 
 
Mr. Meller also suggested certain enhancements to the videotaping of the Council meetings 
such as improving the audio and the fact that the video needs to be sharper as it’s a little blury.  
 
Barbara Hudson congratulated Deputy Mayor Garofalo. 
 
Mrs. Hudson also inquired if the rash of burglaries were gang-related? 
 
 Chief Peters stated that at this point, that is undetermined. 
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Mrs. Hudson thanked Mayor Siciliano for all the changes he is making to open up the 
governmental process and she read a prepared statement noting certain other changes that 
she believes should happen such as the preparation and distribution of a timely newsletter, 
putting all resolutions and ordinances on the Township website prior to acting on them and 
disseminating other important information through the Township website. 
 

Mayor Siciliano responded by telling everyone that effective February 5, all resolutions 
and ordinances will appear on the Township website prior to the meeting.  
 
Mayor Siciliano is also starting a Mayors Facebook page as a means of disseminating 
important information. 
 
Mrs. Hudson also asked the Governing Body to pass a resolution opposing the 
proposed pipeline. 
 

F.K. Hudson congratulated Deputy Mayor Garofalo and asked when the Township first started 
to name a Deputy Mayor? 
 

Mayor Siciliano mentioned that it is at least twenty years since we have had one.  
 
Mr. Arbus, Township Attorney, said that he believed the first official Deputy Mayor was 
Joel Kreizman. 

 
With regard to Resolution 15-020 which was removed from the agenda, Mr. Hudson 
commented that he believes the Sewerage Authority has a good balance of professional and 
non-professional members on the Board and Ralph Stubbs does a great job and should be re-
appointed. 
 
Mayor Siciliano agreed with Mr. Hudson on that point.  
 
Mayor Sicilaino mentioned that he may want to attend the Planning Board meetings as 
opposed to appointing a representative to attend on his behalf and that was the reason that 
resolution was removed from this evenings agenda.  
 
  
Seeing that there were no other questions, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

              
 
 
 
                   Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

Christopher P. Siciliano     Vincent Buttiglieri, RMC/CMC/MMC 
Mayor            Municipal Clerk 
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