
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

ENVIRONMENTAL COMISSION– TOWNSHIP OF OCEAN 

 

January 7, 2016                OAKHURST, NEW JERSEY 

 
The Regular Meeting was held in the Second Floor, West Wing Conference Room, 
Town Hall, 399 Monmouth Road Oakhurst, NJ 07755 beginning at 8:00 p.m. 
 
Present:  Chairman Pogwist 

Member(s) Von Gerichten, Amellio, Gaudette, Brody, Lutz 
  Alternate(s)  
  Associate(s) Johnson, Natanagara 
   
Absent: Member(s) Colten 
  Alternate(s) Rogoff  
  Associate(s) Gulick, Grove, Stroebel  
 
Others: Kate Maloney, Secretary 
  Kirsten Kristensen, Resident  
 
Statement of Compliance with Open Public Meetings Law: 

  
Ray Pogwist announced that the notice requirements of the Open Public Meeting 
Law for this meeting have been satisfied; a copy of the Annual Notice was sent to 
the Asbury Park Press and The Coaster, posted in Town Hall and filed in the office 
of the Township Clerk on June 8, 2015. 
 
A motion to adopt the December 3, 2015 minutes was made by Ken Lutz and 
seconded by Renee Amellio. 
 
 In Favor:  Von Gerichten, Pogwist, Amellio, Gaudette, Brody, Lutz 
 Opposed:  None 
 Ineligible: Johnson, Natanagara 

Absent: Colten, Rogoff, Gulick, Grove, Stroebel 
 
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION:  

 

Guest Speaker Catie Tobin – Clean Ocean Action 

 Marine Science Education Coordinator, Catie Tobin presented to members on 
the Clean Ocean Action Blue Star Program. She explained that this program 
connects with municipalities to help with keeping the waterways/ water systems 
clear and clean. She also informed the Commission that the program was also linked 



to Sustainable Jersey which the EC is Bronze certified and would only need 75 more 
points to become Blue Star certified. Tobin went on to explain that along with the 
environmental benefits of joining the program, the Township would also be eligible 
for additional grants and rewards especially for enforcement. The deadline to submit 
the Blue Star Program application is May 1st.  
 

Individual Assignments Updates/Deadlines 

 Chairman Ray Pogwist discussed with members all completed and ongoing 
projects for the Commission. He went over all the projects that have been completed 
by the end of the year; Gillian’s Trail, Planning Board and Board of Adjustment 
Advisory letters, and Maggie’s Meadow. He stated that he was glad to see the 
progress throughout the year and happy to see these projects made positive strides 
for the Township. Pogwist also advised the Commission on the ongoing projects for 
the New Year; Anti Idling, Pollinator Garden, Home Leaf Composting, and Storm 
Water Ordinance.  
 

Greater Public Outreach via Public Media 

 Chairman Pogwist explained to members that he is looking into having the 
Commission have greater public outreach. He explained that he will be on Ocean TV 
with resident Kirsten Kristensen to promote recycling and Terracycling to residents 
as well as the programs’ environmental benefits.   
 

Green Fair 

 Ray Pogwist informed members that the annual Green Fair will be held on 
April 23rd at the Township Library. He explained that he will be looking into having 
the event be regional; involving the Monmouth County Environmental Commission. 
He will also look to include new groups and organizations such as Aqualette and 
Clean Ocean Action. 
 

Proposed Tree Sale 

 Member Laurel Von Gerichten asked the Commission if they would be 
willing to co-sponsor this year’s tree sale with the Shade Tree Commission. She 
explained the mission of the sale is to encourage residents to plant anywhere on their 
property and not just in the Right of Way in order to increase the Township canopy. 
Members all agreed to co-sponsor.  
 
ITEMS FOR UPDATES: 

 

Toll Brothers 

 Members discussed the proposed development by West Park Avenue and 
Green Grove Road of 75 new homes. Chairman Pogwist explained he will be 
organizing another walk through of the site. Any interested members or residents 



should contact him as the meeting spot will be in the parking lot of the Township 
Intermediate School. 
 

Recycling/ Terracycling Ocean TV 

 Chairman Pogwist stated that Ocean TV will be showing an informational 
commercial on Terracycling and a no waste lifestyle. He and resident Kirsten 
Kristensen are working on the dialogue for the commercial which will detail how to 
get involved in the program as well as the benefits for both the environment and the 
residents who choose to participate. 
 

Gillian’s Trail 

 Chairman Pogwist explained to members that the trail that associate Gillian 
Natanagara has been working on over the last few months is now complete. 
 

Herbicide Advisory Letter 

 Ray Pogwist explained to members that he will be sending out an advisory 
letter to the Township in regards to the use of pesticides in public parks. He has also 
gotten in touch with Sustainable Jersey to inform them of this issue and will also 
look to do public outreach in order to inform the residents of the Township. 
 

Pollinator Garden – Kirsten 

 Pogwist informed the Commission that this was still being looked into. 
Resident Kirsten Kristensen will be working on this as the location of the proposed 
garden will be next to her business on Monmouth Road. 
 

Anti Idling – Renee 

 Member Renee Amellio explained to the members that this was still ongoing, 
but said that she received support from the Township to pursue the issue. She stated 
she will meet with the Township Manager as well as the Director of Public Works to 
visit major areas such as schools and grocery stores to identify where to place ‘Anti-
Idling’ signs. Amellio explained there is to be a three step process; educate, warn, 
and enforce.   
 

Home Leaf Composting – Dave 

 Chairman Pogwist informed members that associate Dave Stroebel is working 
on a new project for leaf composting as an alternative plan rather than placing leaves 
in the street. Due to his absence, this topic was tabled for next meeting. 
 

Storm Water Ordinance – Ray 

   Pogwist explained, as a part of new assignments for the Commission, that he 
will be working on the Township’s Storm Water Ordinance. He explained that he 
will be exploring stricter improvements to the ordinance.  



 

This Changes Everything – Mary 

 Associate Mary Johnson explained to members that she is still working on 
details for the presentation and discussion on the book “This Changes Everything: 
Capitalism vs. The Climate” by Naomi Klein. She explained that most likely the 
date for the event will be February 9th.  
 

CHAIR’S FOOD FOR THOUGHT:   

  
Plan Review –None  
Planning Board Update – None  
Concerns – None 
Comments – None 
Budget: 

The members reviewed the proposed 2016 budget to ensure there were enough funds 
for the upcoming year. The following was decided: 
 

Community Outreach: $1500 (will cover tree sale) 
Memberships-ANJEC: $525 (confirmed with ANJEC) 
Earth Day Fair: $200 
Nature Walks: $200 
Total: $2425 

 
A motion to approve the proposed 2016 budget was made by Laurel Von Gerichten 
and seconded by Ray Pogwist 
 
 In Favor:  Von Gerichten, Pogwist, Amellio, Gaudette, Brody, Lutz 
 Opposed:  None 
 Ineligible: Johnson, Natanagara 

Absent: Colten, Rogoff, Gulick, Grove, Stroebel 
 
This meeting was adjourned at 9:17 pm. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Kate Maloney 
Secretary 


