
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

ENVIRONMENTAL COMISSION– TOWNSHIP OF OCEAN 

 

January 8, 2015    OAKHURST, NEW JERSEY 

 

The Regular Meeting was held in the Terner House Conference Room, Township 

Library, 701 Deal Road, Ocean Twp, NJ 07712 beginning at 8:00 p.m. 

 

Present:  Chairman Pogwist  

  Member(s) Von Gerichten, Colten, Amellio, Gaudette, Lutz 

  Alternate(s)  

  Associate(s) Stroebel, Johnson, Natanagara 

   

Absent: Member(s) Brody 

  Alternate(s) Rogoff, Theodora  

  Associate(s) Gulick, Grove  

 

Others: Kate Maloney, Secretary 

  Jack Kearns, Resident 

 

Statement of Compliance with Open Public Meetings Law: 

  

Ray Pogwist announced that the notice requirements of the Open Public Meeting 

Law for this meeting have been satisfied; a copy of the Annual Notice was sent to 

the Asbury Park Press and The Coaster, posted in Town Hall and filed in the office 

of the Township Clerk on May 2, 2014. 

 

A motion to adopt the December 4, 2014 minutes was made by Laurel Von 

Gerichten and seconded by Renee Amellio.  

 

 In Favor:  Pogwist, Von Gerichten, Colten, Amellio, Gaudette, Lutz 

 Opposed:  None 

 Ineligible: Stroebel, Johnson, Natanagara 

 Absent: Brody, Rogoff, Theodora, Gulick, Grove  

 

ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION:  

 

Sustainable Jersey 

 Member Renee Amellio updated members on the Sustainable Jersey 

application and stated that the Township had officially received the Bronze 

Certification with the application totaling 245 points. She went on to state that they 

would attempt to apply for Silver Certification.   



 

Anti-Idling Education & Enforcement 

 Renee Amellio discussed with members the issue of Vehicle Idling within the 

township. She explained that a plan of action for the education and enforcement was 

needed. Members suggested researching other communities with Anti-Idling 

Ordinances and their actions and effectiveness. Member Lutz suggested including 

idling education within the new drivers’ curriculum for high school students. 

Associate Natanagara suggested incorporating anti-idling education within the 

School’s Green Team and members suggested including not only students, but 

parents, teachers, nurses, and custodians as well.  

  

Council Liaison   

 Chairperson Pogwist and Member Von Gerichten explained to members that 

there is little communication and involvement from the Council Liaison with both 

the Shade Tree and Environmental Commissions. Members discussed the best way 

to be proactive in opening communications and it was decided that before 

communications can improve, the commissions should learn the role and 

responsibilities of the liaison. Pogwist and Von Gerichten agreed to meet with the 

Township Mayor to discuss the liaison position. 

  

1008 Grove Ave 
 Ray Pogwist explained to the members that the property of 1008 Grove 

Avenue was still under review with the Environmental Protection Agency over the 

wetland issue. He explained that he would like to speak with the homeowner on this 

issue as well.  

 

504 Runyan Ave – possible tree ordinance violation 

 Chairperson Pogwist explained that it came to his attention that at 504 

Runyun Avenue, 6 large Oak trees were taken down without permits or approval. He 

explained to members that he was in contact with the Township and that they would 

look into the matter. 

 

Hosting Town Talks 

 Members discussed the possibility of hosting topical talks at local businesses 

throughout the township. (Supermarkets, coffee shops, etc) The idea would be to 

have speakers present particular topics and afterwards would have discussions with 

audience members. Members questioned if local businesses would allow such talks 

and what topics would be discussed.   

 

Planning Board Update – None  

 

Concerns – None 



 

Comments – None 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:06 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kate Maloney 

Secretary 
 


