
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
SHADE TREE COMMISSION– TOWNSHIP OF OCEAN 

 
April 7, 2016    OAKHURST, NEW JERSEY 

 
The Regular Meeting was held in the Second Floor, West Wing Conference Room, 
Town Hall, 399 Monmouth Road Oakhurst, NJ 07755 beginning at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Present:  Chairwoman Von Gerichten  

Member(s) Pogwist, Colten, Kliem, Johnson 
  Alternate(s) Gordon 

Associate(s)  
 
Absent: Member(s)   
  Alternate(s)  

Associate(s) Rogoff, Gulick, Lutz 
 

Others:  Kate Maloney, Secretary 
 
Statement of Compliance with Open Public Meetings Law: 
  
Laurel Von Gerichten announced that the notice requirements of the Open Public 
Meeting Law for this meeting have been satisfied; a copy of the Annual Notice was 
sent to the Asbury Park Press and The Coaster, posted in Town Hall and filed in the 
office of the Township Clerk on June 8, 2014. 
 
REVIEW: 

1. March 3, 2016 minutes  
2. Agenda 
3. Budget – No Updates 
4. Correspondence – None 
 

A motion to adopt the March 3, 2016 minutes was made by Mary Johnson and 
seconded by Ray Pogwist. 
 

In Favor:  Von Gerichten, Pogwist, Colten, Kliem, Johnson, Gordon 
 Opposed:  None 
 Ineligible: None 

Absent: Rogoff, Gulick 
 
 
 



ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION:  
Tree Giveaway Planning 
 Chairwoman Von Gerichten informed members that the Dept of Public Works 
picked up the tree order and are keeping them in storage at the Ocean Twp Rec 
Center. Von Gerichten also announced that the Garden Club will be meeting at that 
location on April 11th at 6:45pm to separate the trees into groups of specific species. 
She advised that she has plastic zip lock bags and newspapers as well as labels with 
the species name for each seedling. Member Ray Pogwist stated that he contacted 
the Township as well as local newspapers to advertize for the sale scheduled for 
April 16th between 10am-2pm. 
Assembly 6 Bill 2242: Vegetation Management Response Act 
 Laurel Von Gerichten brought to the attention of the Commission the 
proposed new bill; “Vegetation Management Response Act”, which would allow 
utility companies to maintain or remove any vegetation that they deem “dangerous.” 
She went on to explain that the utility companies would not need to inform or get 
permission from the Township or the Shade Tree Commission and in addition the 
Shade Tree Commission would not be able to interfere with any maintenance or 
removal. She stated that the reasoning for this would be to expedite repairs of the 
utility systems after any inclement weather or storms. However, Von Gerichten 
explained that she was happy to inform the Commission that the County Freeholders 
strongly opposed this bill. Member Mary Johnson volunteered to write a letter of 
support to the Freeholders.  
Website Changes 
 Chairwoman Von Gerichten informed members that the Township Manager 
advised that a separate Shade Tree website would not be permissible. He explained 
to her that he wants all STC information to be available on the Township website in 
order to be more cohesive. Von Gerichten further explained that while this news was 
a setback, she did request that the Commission be more visible on the front page of 
the Township website. Member Ray Pogwist suggested that the Commission give a 
deadline for that to happen in order to ensure that the STC will have a more 
noticeable space on the homepage.  
Members’ CFMP Assignments – Timeline 

 Tree Related Ordinances – Ray 
Member Ray Pogwist stated he was working with the Monmouth 
County Shade Tree Commission for his portion of the Community 
Forestry Management Plan. 

 Increase Forest Canopy –  
Chairwoman Von Gerichten explained to members that this portion of 
the CFMP is to be covered during the upcoming Spring Tree Giveaway. 

 Strengthen the Presence of the STC on Township Website – Norman 
Member Norman Colten explained to the Commission that he will be 
working with Alternate Moshe Gordon as well as the Township to 



strengthen the presence on the Township website. They hope to have a 
link to the STC webpage directly on the Township homepage so 
residents can have quicker access to any new events or information that 
the Commission might post.  

 Improve Communication between STC & Township – Laurel  
Chairwoman Von Gerichten explained that she is still working with the 
Township to have better communication between the Commission and 
the Township. 

 Increase Community Outreach – Mary 
Member Mary Johnson explained she is still working on her portion of 
the CFMP. 

 Evaluate Current Hazard Tree Inventory – Hank 
Member Hank Kliem will be looking into how to proceed now that the 
Hazardous Tree Inventory letters have all been sent out. Laurel Von 
Gerichten questioned Kliem if Code Enforcement should now enforce 
the work be completed that was requested in the letter. Von Gerichten 
stated she will be sending a formal request to the Township Manager on 
how to proceed with the follow up. 

 
BUDGET: 
CONCERNS: 
ADJOURMENT: 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Kate Maloney 
Secretary 


