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SUBJECT:   Theft by Deception / Fugitive Arrest      
     
DATE/TIME:  03/29/2016 @ 1:00pm     
     
LOCATION:              An Italian Speciality Store along Hwy 35       
  
OFFICERS INVOLVED:   Police Officer Matthew Guido, Detective Jeffrey Malone, 

Detective Bryan Morgan and Detective Sergeant Thomas 
Burke 

 
PERSONS INVOLVED:  Luke Ely, Age 22 of Elizabeth, NJ 
 Thomas Nicholas, Age 41 of Elizabeth, NJ 
 
NARRATIVE: 
 
On 3/16/16 two subjects defrauded a business along Hwy 35 of $450.00 under the 
pretense of repairing their kitchen equipment.  A follow up investigation by the 
responding officer, Officer Matthew Guido, identified one subject as Luke Ely and a 
warrant was generated for theft by deception. Officer Guido also determined that Ely had 
a history of these types of thefts and found he was wanted in North Jersey and 
Pennsylvania as well.  Based on further follow up by Officer Guido and Detective Bryan 
Morgan the second suspect was later identified as Thomas Nicholas.   
 
On 03/29/16 the two accused were located in Neptune Township trying to commit the 
same type of fraudulent acts. They were both taken into custody without issue and 
subsequently transported back to police headquarters for processing.  
 
The first subject, Luke Ely, was charged with Theft by Deception and being a Fugitive 
from Justice. He was later lodged at Monmouth County Correctional Institution on a no 
bail fugitive warrant out of Pennsylvania.  He was also wanted on warrants from the East 
Hanover Municipal Court and the Morris County Sheriff’s Office.  Bail on the additional 
warrants was set at $5,000.00  
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The second subject, Thomas Nicholas, was charged with Theft by Deception, Possession 
of Heroin, Possession of Paraphernalia and being a Fugitive from Justice. He was lodged 
at the Monmouth County Correctional Institution on $10,000.00 bail pending a court 
hearing. Additionally, there were outstanding warrants for his arrest from the North 
Plainfield Municipal Court and the West Shore Municipal Court located in Pennsylvania.  
 
 
 
NO PHOTOS OF ACCUSED ARE AVAILABLE 
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