 “Home for the Holidays” Exhibit, Saturday and Sunday, December 1 and 2
Museum transformed for two days

 For two days, 11 to 4, Saturday and Sunday, December 1 and 2, the Township of Ocean Historical Museum, 703 Deal Road, Ocean, hosts the exhibit  “Home for the Holidays, 1945.” The Eden Woolley House, home of the museum, is transformed to tell the story of the first post-World War II Christmas—what has been called America’s greatest celebration.
It was an extraordinary time in our history.  At war’s end, the U.S. government went to heroic lengths to get GIs so long separated from loved ones home for the holidays. “Operation Magic Carpet” returned tens of thousands of GIs from Europe and Asia. “Operation Santa Claus” expedited their discharge.
 The holidays of 1945 were an unprecedented and perhaps unmatched time of celebration, gratitude, and joy.  The sacrifice and separation of the war years were past.  Housing shortages, unemployment, labor strife, and civil injustices lay ahead. But for a few weeks, the country could put its challenges aside and rejoice in the war’s end and the return of loved ones.  
The “Home for the Holidays” weekend captures the spirit.  
· A mini-exhibit contrasts the bitter-sweet war-year holidays with the exuberance of 1945.  
· War-era model trains, doll houses, and toys one gallery. 
· A Holiday Shop and Bakery--filled with one-of-a-kind, handmade crafts and homemade goodies --take another. 
· The Ocean Township Garden Club fills the Woolley House porch with freshly made wreaths and swags.
· There’s a “Santa Hunt” for the kids, caroling by the Ocean Township Choir at 2 on Sunday, walking tours of the museum grounds Saturday and Sunday, and the drawing of the winning quilt raffle ticket Sunday at 3.
“Home for the Holidays” is another in the museum’s series of exhibits and programs exploring the local impact of World War II.  Its major exhibit, “Loved Ones Go to War: Local Stories of World War II” forms a backdrop for this two-day event.  Consider starting your holiday season with a visit. Suggested donation for adults is $3.00. Children are admitted free.
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The face of this young girl captures the delight of 
families reunited for Christmas morning, 1945. 
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